of the mere study of given relations between social
technique and the level of economic organisation in each
one of the countries represented here.

This conference cannot work in the abstract. It
must link its debates to the political and social reality in
which workers in Asia and Australasia are living. It
has, in the first place, a wide task of information to
fulfil It must acquaint the Executive Bureau of the
WFTU with the claims, the social, economic and political
aspirations of men and women workers. Wherever the
workers have been successful, this conference should
point out the results achieved and their new prospects.

This conference must be realistic. The fact is that
in China, the country which is now our host, we have
a new Republic where the trade unions are in full deve-
lopment, while in India, where this conference was
originally to be held, anti-trade union and anti-labour
repression has been constantly increasing in the course
of the last two years.

It is a fact that the Soviet trade union delegation,
representing the workers of the Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics of the Asian areas, are able to bring their contribu-
tion to this conference with an ease and assurance and
experience which, unfortunately, the trade unions of
the other countries do not yet possess.

The fact is that the trade unions of North Korea
live and act in an atmosphere of freedom and with means
of development not possessed by the trade unions of
South Korea, subjected as they are to the yoke of
American imperialism and their own neo-fascist reac-
tionaries.

The fact is that the situation in Indonesia, in Malaya,
in Viet Nam, has developed differently during the same
period; this also must be taken into account.

These are concrete reasons why the implementation
of the Eighth Resolution of the Paris World Trade Union
Congress should be directly linked with the Fourth
Resolution of that same Congress, on the right of the
peoples to self-determination, the main points being:

"The victory over the fascist powers was based
both on the military might of the United Nations and